
[image: image1.png]~
UNISON




           BOLTON
Hardship Payments as a result of Industrial Action
Principles
Only hardship that is a direct consequence of the dispute can be addressed through the branch industrial action fund – other hardship should be referred to UNISON Welfare.

Hardship payments should be assessed against criteria, approved by the Branch and available to all members.

Proper care should be taken at all times, and procedures should be put in place to ensure that all financial activity is properly recorded.

It will be necessary to undertake a financial assessment of hardship to determine qualification. 

All members to fully complete the appropriate claim form before a payment is made.
Payments will be authorised by a sub-committee of the Strike Committee to include the Treasurer and two other officers as appropriate.
All claims to be strictly confidential.

Criteria 

The following list is not exhaustive and cases will be assessed on their individual merits:

Unable to pay the following essential bills/costs:

· Gas/Electric/Water

· Mortgage

· Rent 

· Council Tax liability 

· County Court judgements

· Consolidated debt arrangements 
· Food
· Child-care costs
· Other dependent care costs 
· Medical costs e.g. dentist /prescription (not cosmetic)
· Maintenance – child

· Applicants on Attachment of earnings  
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